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The prison is an uncomfortable institution and its
architecture is often subjugated to technocratic criteria.
Mas d’Enric is a new penitentiary that overturns
preconceptions and posits architecture as a medium

to critically rethink contemporary prisons.

Contributions by Keller Easterling, Adria Carbonell, Lluis
Ortega, Juan Azulay, Juan Elvira, Ed Keller, Ramon Faura,
Cami, Eoghann MacColl, Angela Kay Bunning, Gruff Rhys,
Jordi Bernadoé.
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- Actually, this world isnt just one world—now. As
% this city is actually layers of cities. Behind the many
' thicknesses of pain, try to connect with the single
- will for pleasure that moves even in the violence of
streets and beds, of jails and opera houses.

Susan Sontag
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The prison is an uncomfortable institution and its architecture is often subjugat-

ed to technocratic criteria. This servility forces the prison out of the sociocultural

realm where it belongs, thus erasing it from public discourse. The invisibility of the

penitentiary as an institution demonstrates an unresolved contradiction underlying

contemporary society. We intend to explore this contradiction through architecture.
A prison must respond to the demand for confinement (discipline) and reinsertion

(freedom) at the same time. Within this complex framework, architecture can make

use of its ability to synthetically articulate problems that seem contradictory to be-

come an active agent in resolving the paradox of the contemporary penitentiary.
Based on our experience with the Mas d’Enric penitentiary, we claim the prison as

an object of critical design and we reclaim architecture’s role in multiplying possibil-

ities as opposed to limiting them.

Given very strict programmatic requirements, a series of decisions forges a link
between the utilitarian and the conceptual: the construction of an appropriable,
non-oppressive environment; the introduction of a maximum number of vectors
of exteriority; and the generation of open space that is central both formally and
conceptually.

Three keys aspects permeate the entire design process and serve as the concep-

tual horizons that articulate the project:
- Totality: Tackling the problem of designing a total environment.
- Vibration: Introducing spatial and perceptual diversity
- Openness: Celebrating openness in the heart of detention.

M.

Both typological and topological design strategies are central to the Mas d’Enric
Penitentiary project.

Typologically, we aimed to move beyond conventional prison architecture by cre-
ating a revised mat-building: the prison is extensive in plan and low to the ground.
Contiguity eliminates residual spaces between buildings. It also allows for orga-
nizational flexibility while generating exterior spaces in the form of courtyards on
different scales.

Topologically, we propose a topographical adaptation that allows for a gentle in-
tegration with the terrain. It creates spatial variety while allowing for the absence of
any kind of interior fencing. Distant views of the mountains are made possible by an
articulation of the ground level. Views of the adjacent woodlands improve conditions
in both the cells and the courtyards.

The continuity of the roof works on both a typological and topological level, creat-
ing morphological unity for the building and establishing relationships with the large
scale of the landscape. The confinement required by the program is not monumen-
talized; on the contrary, the prison’s architecture faces up to the, perhaps impossi-
ble, challenge of creating a genuine home and hearth.
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Biographies
—

Paula Arroyo

Architect (ETSAM). She has been taking pictures for 25 years, since
her initial training with Angel Baltanas. As of 2006, she combines
architectural practice with her work as a photographer. In 2009 she
founded OjOvivOfoto, a professional platform for the development
and publication of spatial photographic features. That same year,
she was awarded the Fundamentos Architectural Photography
prize from the Madrid College of Architects (COAM). Her work,

both features and personal research, has appeared in a number of
publications.

http://ojovivofoto.blogspot.com.es

Juan Azulay

Film director, media artist, author, and designer. As a director and
media artist, he is known for his collaboration work with No Wave
legend Lydia Lunch and for his directing work alongside the Oscar-
winning cinematographer, Guillermo Navarro. His design work and
films have received over a dozen well-known awards in competition
and his work has been included in prestigious exhibitions like the
2011 Ville Fertile at Cité de l'Architecture et du Patrimoine in Paris
and as part of the permanent collection at the MAK in Vienna.
Azulay’s work is produced through a creative practice called MTTR
MGMT, where he is the creative director. He teaches graduate,
post-graduate and undergraduate design studios at SCI-Arc, as
well as Visual Studies. He has also taught at Columbia University’s
GSAPP, the University of Miami and Barcelona’s ETSAV. He received
a Bachelor of Architecture from Sci-Arc and an M.S. in Advanced
Architectural Design from Columbia University.

www.ma77er.com

Jordi Bernadé

Photographer. His photographs have been acquired for major
public and private collections, such as those of Fundaci6 La Caixa,
Fundacion Telefonica, Bibliotheque Nationale de France, Deutsche
Bank Collection, Artium, MUSAC, Fundaci6 Vila Casas, and Banc
Sabadell among others. They have also been shown in many solo
and collective exhibitions, at venues such as Artist Space in New
York, la galerie VU’ in Paris, Galeria Senda in Barcelona, Filter
Space in Hamburg, Fotografie Forum International in Frankfurt and
MAXXI'in Rome. He has published more than 20 books focusing on
contemporary architecture and landscape, such as Good News*
Always Read the Fine Print, Very Very Bad News (winner of the best
photography book in Photoespana 02 and best art book prize from
the Spanish Ministry of Culture in 2003), True Loving and other Tales,
Welcome to Espain, and Europa, all published by Actar.
www.jordibernado.com

Angela Kay Bunning

Translator and researcher in Comparative Literature. She holds
degrees in Comparative Literature from Columbia University and
the University of Barcelona. She earned her Master’s degree in
Comparative Literature and Literary Translation from Pompeu
Fabra University and is currently developing a doctoral disser-
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tation on Literature and Architecture. She has worked for over
tenyears as a translator based in Barcelona, touching on a wide
variety of texts, including specialized and academic material, in
fields ranging from architecture to literary criticism.
www.angelakaybunning.com

Cami

Sculptor. He is part of a group of sculptors promoted from Paris by
Gérard Xuriguera, historian, art critic and international curator of
public sculpture. He has shown his work in more than thirty indi-
vidual exhibitions and over a hundred collective exhibitions. He has
public sculptures on display in Catalonia, Portugal, Ecuador, South
Korea, Lebanon, Taiwan and Puerto Rico. He has collaborated with
interior designers, architects and poets. He has been a professor
of Sculpture at the Escola Massana for 33 years. He is co-author
of two books on sculpture, La Talla Esculturaen Madera and
Esculturaen Piedra (Ed. Parramén). He is co-founder of TallerBDN
in Badalona, a center for creation, production and diffusion of
sculpture, which is supported by the Generalitat de Catalunya.
http://camiescultor.com/

Adria Carbonell

Architect (UPC), Masters degree in Architecture and Urban Culture
from the UPC. Since 2008, he has combined a professional practice
inarchitecture and urban design with research and teaching. He
has been awarded the AJAC prize for young architects in the cat-
egory of theory and criticism three times. Between 2011 and 2013
he lived in the Persian Gulf, where he was a visiting professor at
the American University of Sharjah. He currently lives in Sweden,
where he is a professor at the Umeé& School of Architecture (UMA).
www.collectivaa.com

Keller Easterling

Architect, writer, and professor. She earned both her B.A. and
M.Arch from Princeton University and has taught architectural
design and history at Parsons, The New School for Design, Pratt
Institute, and Columbia University. She is currently Associate
Professor of Architecture at Yale University. She is working on the
issues of urbanism, architecture, and organization in relation to
the phenomena commonly defined as globalization. Her books
include Enduring Innocence: Global Architecture and its Political
Masquerades (MIT, 2005), Organization Space: Landscapes,
Highways and Houses in America (MIT, 1999), and a forthcoming
book, Extrastatecraft: the Powers of Infrastructure Space (Verso,
2014).

www.panix.com/~keller/

Juan Elvira

Architect, M.S. from Columbia University. Associated professor of
design at the ETSAM and visiting professor at national and inter-
national schools. His designs have been exhibited at Freshmadrid
and as part of the 11th Mostra Internazionale di Architettura
during the Venice Biennale, among others. He was a finalist for the

Norwegian national architecture prize, Staten Byggeskikkpris, in
2012. In addition to his academic and professional career, he also
engages in critical and editorial work, which he began as the editor
of Oeste architecture magazine and has continued with the publi-
cation of numerous essays in specialized books and journals.
www.muradoelvira.com

Ramon Faura

Musician and PhD in Architecture with the dissertation Arquitectura
palimpsest (Versalles U'any 1701). Assistant professor at the Rovira

i Virgili School of Architecture, where he teaches History of Art and
Architecture. He also teaches courses in architectural theory at
ELISAVA and has taught at ETSAB. From 2003 to 2006 he was head
writer for Quaderns d’Arquitecturai urbanisme under the direction
of Lluis Ortega. He was co-curator, with Santi Ibarra and Antonio
Pizza of the exhibition “"Arquitectures sense lloc” (2009) at the
Centre d’Arts Santa Monica (Krtu, FAD and CoAC). He regularly gives
lectures and writes articles. He also performs live in concert and
records music. In 2010, he published the book L'escapcament del
cos mistic (Lluis XIV vestit de rei).

José Hevia

Graduate in Fine Arts (UB). He holds a degree in General
Photography from the Catalan Institue for the Study of
Photography (IEFC). In 2003, he began work as a photographer spe-
cialized in architecture and landscape, collaborating with archi-
tecture firms, the press and specialized publications. He was part
of the editorial board of Quaderns d’Arquitecturai Urbanisme from
2003 to 2006. He has published the following monographs: 2G n°33
J.A.Coderch 10+1 casas (GG, 2005), 2G n° 56 Abalos+Sentkiewicz
(GG, 2010), Guia d’arquitectura Moderna de Catalunya (COAC,
2007), ARQUIA TEMAS-28 Alejandro de la Sota (2009), Edificio
Collage/Rahola Vidal arquitectos (Actar, 2011).

www.josehevia.es

Ed Keller

Director of the Center for Transformative Media at The New
School, and Associate Professor at Parsons The New School for
Design. Designer, professor, writer, musician and multimedia
artist. Prior to joining Parsons, he taught at Columbia University
GSAPP(1998-2010) and SCIArc (2004-09). With Carla Leitao he
co-founded AUM Studio, an architecture and new media firm
that has produced residential projects, competitions, and new
media installations in Europe and the US. His work and writing has
appeared widely, in venues including Punctum, Praxis, ANY, AD,
Arquine, Leonardo Electronic Almanac, Architecture, Precis, Wired,
Metropolis, Assemblage, Ottagono, and Progressive Architecture.
He has spoken on architecture, film, technology and ecology
internationally. Current research seminars at Parsons include
Post-Planetary Design, and The Radical Future of Guitar, a SP14
collab with Ola Strandberg. Ed has been an avid rockclimber for
over 30 years.

www.aumstudio.org

Eoghann MacColl
Visual artist. He has exhibited widely in Scotland and beyond.
He has won notable awards such as the Alastair Salvesen Travel

Scholarship and received support from Creative Scotland through
opportunities like the Neach-Ealain Léirsinneach Residency
program at Sabhal mor Ostaig on the Isle of Skye. He also has
significant experience in delivering innovative arts projects in the
education sector, both in English and Gaelic using the collaborative
benefits of the Curriculum for excellence reaching young people in
schools and colleges. Currently he is an offender art lecturer at Her
Majesty’s Prison Low Moss with the New College Lanarkshire.
www.dealbhadair.com

Lluis Ortega

Architect (UPC), Licenciate in Philosophy (UB), M.S. in Advanced
Architectural Design (Columbia University), and PhD in
Architecture with the dissertation Digitalization Takes Command.
He is currently an assistant professor at the University of Illinois
at Chicago and a visiting professor at the Universidad Torcuato de
Tello in Buenos Aires. In the past, he has taught at the UPC, the
University of Alacant, Harvard University and the Academy of Fine
Arts in Vienna. He cofounded F451arquitectura in 2000. He has
served as editor for a number of specialized publications, including
as the director of Quaderns d’arquitecturai urbanisme (2003-2005)
and editor of Platform GSD (Actar, 2008). He published the com-
pilation Ladigitalizacion tomael mando (Gustavo Gili, 2011). He is
currently working on the Atlas of Suprarural Architecture with Ciro
Najle, on a grant from the Graham Foundation.
www.f451arquitectura.com

Roger Paez i Blanch

Architect (ETSAB), M.S. in Advanced Architectural Design from
Columbia University, where he received the GSAPP Honor Award for
Excellence in Design (2000). He is currently a PhD candidate at the
UPC in Barcelona. Following professional experience in the studios
of Alison and Peter Smithson and Enric Miralles, he co-founded
AiB, an architectural studio based in Barcelona. He conjugates his
professional career with an intense commitment to cultural and
academic pursuits. He served as a member of the editorial board
of Quaderns d’arquitecturaiurbanisme, awarded the Jean Tschumi
Prize (2005). He has been an architectural design professor at
Ramon Llull University (ETSALS) since 2000 and has taught in the
postgraduate program at ELISAVA since 2006. In the past ten years
he has been avisiting professor, guest lecturer or jury member at
international universities including Columbia University, Cornell
University, Harvard University, University of Southern California
and Sci-ARC in the United States and at the ETSAB, ETSAV, BAC
and laaCin Barcelona.

www.aib.cat

Gruff Rhys

Since 1986, as a songwriter and musician, he has released over 20
albums in both the Welsh and English languages, as a solo artist
and as a member of Super Furry Animals, Neon Neon and Ffa Coffi
Pawb. He has performed real and imagined concerts on all known
inhabited continents of Earth and possibly elsewhere. These
adventures have led to further experiments in film, theatre and
visual art.

www.gruffrhys.com
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